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Demand for and availability of strawberries (Fragaria x ananassa Duch.) have increased 35 substantially during recent years, driven in part, by the highly desired taste of the fruit, along with its 36 known health-promoting properties (Wang, Feng, Lu, Bowman & Ding, 2005) . To satisfy this demand, 37 over 250,000 ha are currently designated for strawberry cultivation worldwide (FAOSTAT, 2007) . 38 Strawberry production is generally irrigated, as it is known that strawberry plants are very sensitive to 39 drought stress during flowering and fruit ripening (Krüger, Schmidt & Brückner, 1999) . Nowadays, 40 however, concerns are arising due to the high water abstractions used for some horticultural purposes, 41 especially in some areas where water resources are already scarce or threatened. Growers are under 74 Five different maiden year cold-stored strawberry cultivars were grown in a glasshouse during Drought stress also affected acid composition (Table 3) . On a DW basis, plants kept at or near field 308 capacity tended to have greater acid contents than did those exposed to drought stress. Christine and 
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